


CECI ET CELA

I ruess the only way SuePro can be published is by e last-minute rush; certainly
if the past is any suide, that's the way of it. This is written just four deys

wefore the Meiling date; maybe it'll get in and maybe it won't.
There will Ye some

sixteen-pound white paper used in nmy stuff this time, not by choice, e can thank
price ceilinzs for eavins us from further drastic rises in the price of supplies,
“ut as a resgult, the availeble supply is coinz to whoever is interested enuf to zo
huntinz for it, with the result that shortaces are increasing. 20# paper couldn't
e had in any of the plaeces I tried today. I still have a ream on hand, which I
mill mix in with the thinnor stuff., It probably wontt bYe very noticeable.
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#herein we engage in the grand old fan sport of tellins an editor his
masazine stinks

Juck F Speer
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COMMENTARY, ALFEA AWD BETA I THE TJ/ENTY-FIRST MAILING

Start off with the Jucleus. The explenation for Trudy'e bewilderment is that
Trudy wes not the femme fan I referred %o, nor was there eny particular reason

for her to suppose she was; my statement wae true of another faane, the ons 1l

thot .she hed egpecielly in mind in writing that episode of the Fortrait, I kave
no sxcuse to offer for saying "egreed to marry" rather than “promised™; vhe latter
wonld have been better, So now it comes out!: Trudy is neither unteken nor (ag
was rumored) matrimonied, but is engaged; Tex would have been interecsted to hear
that. Spencer's redaction tops the dodications in this issue; isn't it maryelous
row Gilbert got everybody married off in the end each time? Incidentally, I fesar
that the asction around Cuadalcansl has destroyed forever the exproesion "Gilbert
snd Sullivan Islands" which was epplied to the Gilberts and Solomons & nalf-
century 8go.... fe can't say much aboul Moffatt's three-page contribution, on
aceount of the second pagc was blenk in our copy. The guy who is talking on

page 3 seems to have scme gense, tho hisg word "integritorial" is highly gquestion-
able, I suppose the adjective for Mintegrity" would be "integral™, ovut 1'll admit
that wouldn't moke much sense applied to & pergon.... So Edgar Allen Martin beets
voth Dollens and me $o0 the draw on & heliogrephed (vlueprinted) peper. I experi-
mented eround in the pummer of 1939, but couldn't get suitable prints, &nd the

sun dropped farther and farther southwerd. Martin's doggerel is not vad, tho 1
objcet to its being printed in prosc appearance.... Imagindex supplement CK, but
were all the stories in Fic Detective lonthly stfnalf®... Funzine Service list
mould have been better on two sldes of onc heavier sheet. Trirty-odd on this
list:; soon there will be more of then than of producing fens.

' & 1 2
a1/ 1 once wrote similar questions in shorthand on the envé%%;cs of 1ot£:Z%
to & number of correspondents, but never got so much as en acknowlcdgment, Someday
when the Rejected stock gets low I'11l run the piece on ghorthand I submitted to a
3ritigh fanzine. Nein, Barry: there reglly is a system behind my peragrafing ia
this departmecnt, dut the changes of time have so completely broken it down that I
will adopt & new system beginning noxt issue. I could have begun in this issue,
vut prefer to walt for New Yeur's to maxe regolutions. Silly, isn't it?  lusic
and visusl art may have many parellels, but I suggest that the idea that peinting
appeals more to the intellect 1s quite sound; after all, isn't it true that the
sound of something is ordinarily merely an accompaniment, while we think of the
looke of it as the thing itself? Ycs, Rothman told me that there was & xey of
A flet minor, and that it stinks (thc key), upon sceing thet cartoon's original
draft: I chosec it out of thin air as the most unlikely thing, since I don't inow
cnuf of music to choosc the most likely. There is some very geod blank verse in
the quotations Marncr gives from Mona; the unhackmoyed setting of the story alse
appcals to me; and I cen get some sense out of his deseription of the masic :Beta
in thc issue, Glancing being Alpha es usual. "...etopped roading every fim' mcan
Tamous Funtastic Mysteries? The article on Harry's fote album wae most intercst-
ing, and hit an angle of fan activity little touched upen.

Admitting that the Van

Bouten attack on Technocracy was ill-informed, we don't think rmuch of the Toch-
nocrats! defense in this Mailing. They flatly state that Technocracy, Ine, re-
coives no subsidy; but what hag beon charged is that it scerctly docs, whieh only
some detoctive work on Howard Scott and his account books could definitely decide.
Jodgkins! unquestioning acceptonce of the Technocratic lime is laughable sometimes,
as in his citing "Technocracy protests usc of Nazi-type salute in US schools", and
"Only Technocracy has celled fascism by its right neme’. Hodgking goes on %o say
that Toch urged the declaration of war against all fasclst clemcnts; I would like
to ask, When? At onc time they thrcatened that interventionist congressmen would


broken.it

2

ve tried for Centinental trcason when the Technate ie establisghed, if they got
this country into the. dur., Apparcntly the Tachnocrats arc first-rete opportunistel
They say that a treaty with Russie ig "witally importent!; but tcchnocracy cnvi-
sions & completely self-sufficient North America. They state that their closc-
kuit orgenivation, with its uniferm, its scctions, etc, is contrituting as is no
othier group toward the unification of Americans in the war cffort; but they don't
explain how-it does this, and the War Department policy is to discourage irregular
and unofficial organizations like the Greern Guards, which dissipate cnergy necded
for earrying out our plans.  The leaflet on Total Conscription shows an amezing
lack of apprecietion of rcalities. There is evidence of poor checking of the
original draft of it, in that no control im envisioned ovaor the producers of food,
the farmers --because the old Technocratic bluepriat docs not intond farming as
presontly carried on, =

#e thot the last Sustaining Frogrum & better than average
{gsue: ccrtainly enjoyed putting: it together. 2 o
In 2izzle-Fop, Elarcy surcly isa't
claiming that he has published morc titles than aayons else, is he? Axn additional
note on the ‘F&l ve Moors matter: Had americe been left to northern Zuropeang to
diccorer &ad enlonize, we mite have e Nordic americo .somephing like deCamp's, in
which large sections continue to be held by Amerindian:civilizgiions. It would be
intercsting.... Is the dndre Menrols who wrole The Thought Rcéading ifachine, men~
ticned 'in dald's dramblings, the same who wrots AVCIFor second-yeer French
students to sweat over, and the biographies of the 2d generotion romantic rebels,
and who appeared at the Union Now banguet in NYC a whilc back?... Therc wes
nothing in mutant to'dislike; I await the larger one. I didn't notice that the
papofr in #1 Tycho wes bad, Julg.... §-F Goo's cditor claims that tho purposc of
(all) imezinative literaturc is primarily to produce an.emotional effect oa the
recder. 1 rise to obdest. There is fio oze primary object; the taing that Lest
Darkacss F8l1l is succcesful .in doing is quite different from the achicved PuUrpose
“of Gripes of drath or the Fall of the.House of Usher, If youw want somc one purpose
dictated to. everything that aspires to be groeat literature, I would say that it
should bb, to ombody abaisze: winciples iu concrete ilmaginary heppenings. Dr
Bolwell {(GWU) says that & novelisi, before Ye starts to plan & novel, must have
sometihing to say.... Ashlgys:  There are recosons that mlte be brot up to show
thet it's-othor people's business how much you spend on your hobby,.but I will
omit to proscmt them, becausc .I think personal sdﬁcreignéggrcquires that they de
ignored. TFor spoculations. on practical epplication of U7~ to space flite, sce
an oditorial by Camphell a yearmyocarhienaff age. The advice in an air raid is
obviously of English.authorship, and we have seen it .reprinted elsevwhere in Ameri-
ca, byt it's worth re-rcprinting.” Re the mathomaticel pizzle, & mathematician
will tell you that there is no rcason why the-two different wars of buying should
armount to the same things no axiom or proven theerem reguires it, tho at a casual
going-over it peems like they ought to. Hard to deal out alpha and beta on an
igsue g0 wniformly good, but we liked the air-raid instructions, the Mailing
review, Pérspective, the poem, and the back-cover, in atout that order. Ok, ves,
the front -cover is excelicnt, too, but that soes without saying. Jondcxr whon
they'll ran out of animals for new En Garde designs.... Title-chenges like 4
Tour of the -Evans instead of Tale of the Evans must give the Check-Lister grey
hairs. Accounts like .this are great ror vicarious enjoymeni of azother's fun.,
And TP cwen tells & little bit Aabeut himsclf: that he raz awny from‘home at 17,
thot ho's beon in ihe wary, thit. he believes in en immortel soul, and. that he has
4 scr in Conmecticut. Now if he'd tell a-few nmore things. that people who haven'!t
vigited hirx at home don't know--his economic occupation, demestic statue, ctes-
weld be further assistod in tying togethor the mem and the fan. I wonder how
Milty will teke the compliment that he, in describing hie own feelings, has well



dopicted the cormon man's mind concerning this war. Frobably fans' follow the
cormon pattern, dbut we like to believe that there's & differcut quality to them....
The Fi is.a boautiful job. e wondor at the sisnificance of "{4A)" before & news
item whers "(&)" occurs in newspapers. #e see whers the editins and publishing
laurcates heve at last been combined. Gentlemen! I have accomplished the im-
possible! I have caused Heck Roenis to say "I've gotten to the point where I
don't cere very rmch vhat Jack writes about, Fantasy or Non-Fantasy. Most of
hig stuff is interesting." The last simon-pure has cracked. Re Schuuriz re
Yhos: I think every male should wear & nccktie. . Sure, they're unconfortable

and scnseloss. He should wear them as & sign of sclf-dlscipline, and willingness
%o, saerifica confort for sociel aims, Orioms to Perdue for the lackadaisical
attitude displeyed in his V-F Messase. iould he have teen olected if he'd made
that his: platform?... Grey Dey alpha, Ghoul- unted Streiches beta in Cercs.
Fersaci's latest poem starts with the word "Stars", ve sce} it's pretty good,
tho, if you put your mind to imaging the scencs described.... The anonymous
ar-uer in Yhos has an interesting paint iu the way only Man attacks othor carni-
vores for food. I can think of a few exceptions, if you pet away from the
rarmals: insccets attack carnivores without scruples, asnd being carnivorous,

arc thomselves caton by birds end some marmals. The chief fauls of his arguments
lics in the loose use of the word "culture. #hitherers ordinarily understend

by this @ much larger civilizatlion then the "Scandinavian", "Bolkan", cte, fthat
he mentions; the Oceidentel culture that Spengler end most others deal with in-
cludcs both of those, &nd meny other natlonal groups algo. This is important,
for it means that the European war ls & civil war, the.whole socicty weakening
1tgolf; certoinly war between us and tha Germans is civil war, not te mentlon

us and the French. Je would rue the day, if the German nation werc destroyed,

and Jepun not, and Indis set free, for tho Oriental and Hindu are alien cultures.
The second muin fault with the argument is his acceptence of war as the test of
survival valae and worth, his @cceptence of combativences as the supreme good,
There are times when combativenees is anti-survivel, I remember an anccdote in
the Reader's Digest when, during tho inflation pericd in deirar Germeny, peoplo
could no lon~or buy food, so many of them went to & coucert and enjoyed it in-~
nensoly. They mite heve (one out instead and storted breeking into shops and
killin~ euach other; I submit that their survival was furthered by their abdbility
to find on outlot in something that did no harm, while unmartiel nen fi~ured out
vays to 7et food to them. len require certain things--food, shelter, clothing,
cte--to keep living end rcproducing; war does not directly promote theso objects.
Re Milty's Messzge, we eckmomledge our error ia re Orthodox Jews. dhat we reslly
had in oind, the, was not exactly the Jews who follow Orthodox rules, but those
#ho show, ir the worst way, the confiilct between that culfure and the American
~-~Sarmy Glick of idhat Mokes Sermy Run? ie an excellent exarple. its remarks ancnt
unrestreined free specch arc perfectly valid for wartime, vhen we have picked our
course, but we hope he doesn't carry them over into his peacetinme thinking. Tho
therc be danzers in unrestricted free spoech, nothing is without danrers, end
Jofferson and I think the bost risk is to let anybody talk all he wante to and
can, Overt conspiracy is enother matter, of course, Hey, who thinks that stinker
falt /hitman ie s ~ood & philosopher as any? Be merely copied Emcrson, end

Tmner on, tho r~reat, was wrong. -

One Richard 4 +Wilson is/was easistant directar to Oreon Jdelles. dJonder if the A
stands for Azy~ous. \



RAVE NOTICE

Get the Prince Valient comic megazine. This is just what you want, if you've
liked the Prince Veliant pages, &and who hasn't? Boginning with the first, it
presents tho story, apparcntly without omlssions, for 64 Suadays, carrying Val's
detailed adventures from mbout his tenth yeer to ihe 3ime k2 was.thirteen years
old. In the"lést pegze in the book, he hés just rescusd fawain froa Morgan le
Foy's castle, and lcft a talismen on the road t5 hold back her neachmen drawn
from $he half-world, which incident you may remember. Thexna's plenty of fantasgtic
stuff in i%t, Yut 1t is all, faniady or not. supsr-oxcellent.
dhat is more, the book

is presented in an sdult manner,” absolutoly unigue emeng coiic beoke of my acquain-
tance. The felograf and-bicgrafy of Hal Fisten on the inside froat cover are
plainly, not addressed to ninu-yehr olds; thc tone i3 strateformmrd, emphasis being
placed’ on the comic's authsaticity, and some sidelites un Foster's personal filoso-
phy. v

I am eagerly awalting e second Prince Valiant book, -

!Tn the beginninz was Jordﬁn,fiﬁjnkiug hig thoughts alsnell

April 13, 1645, “Mr, Hcrnkinb, the governor of Hartford unoa {onnecvicut, came to
Boston, and brought hisg wif# with Win, (= godly young woman, aad ¥ gpecial parts,)
'who wag fallen into & sad infirmity.” th» loss of her understand g end reason, which
hed begen growing upon her divery. years, by cccasivn of hewr giaing herself wholly

to reading and writing, and hed written many wooks., Her hmsbund, being very loving
and tender of her, wa's loath to grievc her; bui hoe saw hig errow, when 1t was too
leto. . for If 'shé hud attonded her houseshold affairs, and sach trlngs us belong to
woney, ;and not gone out of her way and celling to méddle in guch things as are pro-
per for mexn, vhose minds are gtronger, etc., sha hed keph.her wits, &nd might havo
iripreved them usefully and honorgbly in the plecse God ‘had e her. 'He brought her
to. Bistan, and left Her with her brother, sne M-, Yelo, a merchant, to try what
neand mlght be had herg. for her. But no help coulld ¥ had.®  —-Jour dinthrop's
Journst ' . .

"In the beginring wag the #oré, ead the_jg:é wag witd Jod, ead the Tord was God. ..M

Gawd. The thiqge T notc &l gimesiavs, " Jerels e wprove § om Leet Dariness Falls

N e UL tDEL" Bas & hyﬁo,u-z 8 ‘nff~:11 $o-badle e\ » couvse of ‘action on,m
with the "e" lLetfare "nypothe is itelicived ¥n qoy roe. T havs no guarrel with
the %terminel ‘prgpositiim, b I wovld have expestcd fo X w4 Kiow hotter than to
say "e Mypcthcais™®. .

I think thisg is from lest &2i-or “"Mhe-town had a drovsy, shasrvy-gentegl, run-down
personality, likc that of Paiiacdelphia,*

=, o _Bankuds_of the konkKus

UThe roed is wide and the stars are out, and the breath. of the night is sweet; And
thig ie the time when wanderlust should seize upon my feet.  But I'm gled to turn

from the open roed,. wiih the starlight on my face, And leave the splendor of ocut-

of-doors for & human dwelling plece." New, that doesn't fit. (Sec¢ next page for

weather note, P'5 having been typed before P 4.)

Five pegeetas nqge one pazinkse




IT+s I JIM FARLEY'S BAG

Trhig letter isn't from a science-fiction faxn, tut 1 think it may be of interest
tn those of you Who have taked seriously the accusation that I'm a Fascist, It's
dated & half-year ago. "#hat is thie gbout momec fellow investigating your past
kistory cnd all about your fermily. John Butte, Dude Segrest, R. Jacksod all had
some nice looking fellow from Intelligence come in and ask about caca member of
the femily, very pointed quostiouns, ull cxcept me. I don't kuow whether to teke

it as a compliment to me or & nasty ingult. Jewel Cook in at Juckgon's seid he
oven had Mr. Jackson type a complete description of you. Mr. Sutts, John, was

all oxcited about it when Dad end I went in letc Seturday and said ke told him
rnost covory bBoy here had soed his wild oatg, but Jack Speer dida't, .&'s FEddins
said unlese you had changed since you loft home, you werc Just about perfect. lirs,
John Butts said you should have heard Joha Butts spread it on.® A ralf-yecar ago,
and I'm =till working whers I was, ian the dr Depertment., ill you trust ilitary
Intcllizence to have found it out if I'm disloyal?

spring fover
Ah, ~ee. All day at the officc today I was burning with impaticnce to get home and
cut these stencils. 3ut now-- It's & beauteous evening, celm and free; like & werm
gumer night rather than November, and I-- Oh, heck, Spcer; about face. You centt

lct rour actions bo governed by your roods. Throw yourself into this typing and
your mood will change.

ASTEROID EXPLORERD, FROM RECOLLECTIONS OF MOUNTAIN
CLIMBERS | DREW WHEN A RATHER SMALL <PILD.



AASHINITON 40ERY-JARTS, 1942

Juf §Speer, Helen Finn, and Burlare Jovard., Avt Joquel
behind the camera. There neva eluc Lesu 7uth w3 From
time to time Tom Slate, Hea.y Hesse. R413: LoV, drd
lessex wiortwies, At thig ¥eiting, the ieishc™ul 14 tha
Cedital inelwls Spees, dovard, HEisee, and Gonovesr; ani
Jogusl, wno lesves firgh of next WesE,

Milsy weg bask ‘n tows recently, on furlough
before beirg trensferved to the Pacifizuast; anil my veekand wvelng ful: oy engage-
mexes with females of thu opposite sex, I wasn't able to neeg him, merely talking
over the phone. I alte vrite an YEsSYy oun Jex ve 87, ocaly the prescot csae ip ovi-
donce in the contrary dircecion: If I woren't custing thig atencil, I ghould be out
reneving scqualntance with = girl who's bacn awmuy for o while.

666

Saw Dr Gamow this evening, for the first time. He 1looks like a Swede, but has a
Rugsian accent. One of the loading theoretical phyeicists. I think it would dis-
turdb some of you boys greatly if you could read betwsen the lines of his work in
the Helsenberg uncertainty principle.

NRA

Be looked in the analyt screen and ffowned. "Sure as heck looks like the eguation
of an L Sprague de Camp, out of its place in the plenum," Matcrializing, he stepped
out und exclmimed, "It L@ de Cump! And this is & Jail you're in. How come?" The
prisoner made frantic noises and gestures, and they stepped back inside the time
cube and cut loose before contimiing the conversation.

"It's & sad story," esaid the
reacued. "As you appear to know me, 1 suppose you know that I write storics in
which some appareatly inadequate man from the modern world gets thrown into a atrange
universe, and thers develops all sorts of unsuspected abilities, and pretty scon
is running things. So it wes natural thet I be picked as victim-- Japan attacked
Pcarl Harbor December 7 in my time-line; that check with you? e must be from
pretty close together, then. dell, some university professor discovered how to
send a person back and even Blounchindicularways across time, and without my know-
ledge or consent abruptly picked me up and dumped me in an 1884 in which—- vell,

I tried to track it back to the divergence, nnd as far as I could tell, the history

of the United States was the same as ours up to the middie 183Cs, when Henry Clay

was asgsessinated or killed in & duel--they don't know which. Daniel Jebgter retired

from pablic 1ife not long after. The Cunfederate States doclared their independence

in 1850 and won it two yecars later. Then for the next decade, their armies under

Jackson, Lee, the Johanstons, Jeb Stuart, Eerly, Bragg, Beaurcgard --the whole mag-

nificent crew of them—- carried on imperialistic wars that eventually brot the

Caribbean and most of Central America, as well as Mexico, under their system.,.,

fell, you may have noticed that about the only humanitarian idesl that I take

seriously is &an abhorrence of slavery. I wag dumped in New York, USA, of that

1884, but they were so cowod by Southern power, and fearful of their influence

in the clections that yeur, that they threw me in jail because I was talking too

loud against slavocracy,!
, "Very sad," Tinm clucked sympathetically. "But I'm planning

to go back and pull some wires on Eli fnituey and others to get slavery abolished

early in the 19th Century, Come along and help; 1t may socothe your feolings some-

what. "



REJECTED - COSMIC TALES!

Letter from John A Bristol to Louis Kuslan four years ago: "... ¥hile I was at
Speer's, in the visit described in the typescript, I read the windinz story he
submitted to you. Here is my Part 2 to it, which I hope is in time to print in
the seme igsue it aeppears ins _
[Veterans of the Second Transition mey remember that

Part I of Six Apainst the Past ended with four of the fans heading westward to
carve out empires in variocus parts of pre-English America, Oily i#ill going nqrth
to New England, and the ¥ remaining on Manhattan to establish & Soviet state
among the Iroquois that were presumably around there. Now go on with the storxiT

tSpoer, McPhail, Teurasi, and dilson drowned swinming the river. Just then
an Indien Jjumped up and shot #ollheim through the heart. A rattlesncke bit Sykora
and he died that night."

L]

#hat happened to the rattlcsnalke, Papa?

day beck in the Seventeenth Century, notice:

January 18, 1644. "The 18th of this
month two lights were seen near Boston, (&s is before mentioned,) and & week after
the like was seen again. A4 light like the moon arose-about the N. E, point in
Boston, end met the former at Nottles Island, end there they closed in one, and
then parted, and cloged and parted divers times, and so went over the hill in the
island and vonished. Sometimes they shot out flemes &nd sometimes sparkies. This
was about eight of the clock in the evening, and was seen by mony. "About the seme
time @ voice was heard upon the water betweon Boston and Dorchester, callinz out
in a most dreadful canner, bdoy, boy, come away, come away: and it suddenly shifted
from one place to another a great distance, about twenty times., It was heard by
divers godly persons, About 14 days after, the game volce in the sanme dreadful
manner was heard by others on the other side of the town towerds Nottles Is-
langd."

Yitons, of course.

iy literature prof wos go uni:minative &g to sunposc it wag the ourora borenlig

As long as you're reading my textbook, here's something that Sarmiel Lee seid in
1687, which indicates an attitude of mind that we mite well have more of today:
"What the admirable sazacity of future eges muy compass ag to thousands of problems
within the circle of Sciences, or in thet most noble Art of Chymigtry, or the
Anelysis of the three kingdoms of nature: the tubes and glasses of our present
inventions give us no sufficient prospect.... Indeed so nay posterity deride ot
theso our aces, tnd the nore tnzenious of future tines, -y 'strnd wzeld wt our
dulness &nd stupidity about ninurals, meteors end the cure of diseases, and many
thousand- thingze besides, eabout the lustre of stars and precious stones, which may
be as easy to them as letters to ue .... 2nd the Artists that shall then be born,
may discover more things in the works of God to be dipcust end endeavoured to be
explained, then they themselves shall arrive to, The superfine Wisdom and Leerned
fits of those acute times will discover vast reglons of darkness and iznorance.
There will be & plug ultre to the end of the world ..." : :

Gules & houn'! dawz stetant or




" 'HEY DID NOT IE

This was written up in connection with the TJW§ contest dased on its cover which
ghowed three men of varied civiligations in & time ghip, watching two dinosaurs
battle., ¢ never got around to submitting it. so present it here, with peragraphing
rnederni zed. It's rather awful . &5 & story, but we think 1% neatly avoids the
o%vieus in writing & story btased on that painting. The style atlnks, but I wrote
it fully aware of that, so. it should Ye Torgiven. :

As the millenia marched. it wasg . inevitable that intelligenco should arise, even in
vodics so unsuited for it (for fhe climaiic gonditions would not permit a better-
adapted form). The intelligont ones withdrow from the swarps, inte the high places,
where occasionally, as 4he. vast. cloud blanket parted for & rief interval, they
could see the stars. At last divining sheir true nature, they ionzed to see at
first hend what lay on far gyaneta.

To transport their hure reptlllan bodies thru
the interplanctary gulf weg out of the question, tut one amenz them, Nartl, shot
to the third world a smeller ship, in hopes.of zetting some specimen of Terrestrial
life. Three of the short, rqptllian lifetimes it took 'to reach its goal (The Venu-

"+ :slang, knowing little of, large. gceans, h&d;directed it to what seemed to them the

most likely placc for.civilizatidn--the high Sxerras) The shell was {0 remain open
for twelve 0f the-home:planct's years, trapping in a field which induced suspended
enimation any crceture,thet might wander inte it; but in landing, the ¢lock mechan-
ism was damaged, so that for fifty centurieg it lay exXposed -on the bere rock, and
Venua all but forgot iV, [FKevertheless, a.suooth-skinned diped wearing a metal
~sarment, who had come hithier secking new worlds tu be eonguered, perhaps Flato's
Atlantis, was entrappod. And conturics later came a bearded red-haired giant, on
a similar quest, in & boat with the head of & dragon, and he too entered the shell,
#
But finally arose another of the reptile-men who hed hope of bridging the ~ulf,
and another shell crossed the vold, at far greater speed than had been possible
to tho old one, the mechinery in which was get to close it as soon as & large
sized creature should enter it, Speed wus necessary, for the se¢ret of suspended
anirmtion had bYeen lost. °
Aimed at the same gpot toward waich old records indicated
the fzrst shell hed “een fired, it struck not far away, anc the jar of its landing
set off the ‘clockwork in the older ship, which ros¢, 7.ih old instruments working,
and headed ites slow.flight back towerd Vemus. Tha lcndinz.ef the sceond shot hed
another cffect: it was observed by-thc coppur-skirned iwsives of this land, and
from father to son the word was passed down, se thet whou.t whiitc man came riding,
- at the head of a troop of centaurs, in search of wsomyu mervol i valled "Qaivira®,
they told him thet surely he would fingd it donae” on thi meunteil. top. He went up
alons, and f1nd it he, did.. 4
st ghen Kroks, great—grundaon of 4ac sL ndb- +f the seecond
Shell, saw somethinh sllvery flcosh down thrua the murky- ”eJAa1ﬂn ¢.trusphere, he but
thot it was his ~reat-~randfother! ¥ ship retgraed n>t dregming that, by atr&ngu
coincidence, the newer shlp had overteken the old Bt ednos’: the same iustent the
lattor was nosing down thru the stratospherc toward ibs roel: - But Krote set off
across tho swamp toward ‘the spot whewe.they hac landed, dragsing “ehind hinm e light
boat in which he had machinery that could provide livin~ conditions for whatever
creature had been caucht, He weg vastly surprised when his excavations in the mire
brot up not one, tut two ship, but nothing dounted he set udbout transferrinz the
Terrestrials to his boat where, surrounded by & bubble of force, they could live



e-ain. The one with the wings on his helmet, and he with the plumed helnm, Yegan

to revive as soon as taken out of the susponded enimetion field; the spocimen

from the later projectile had lapsod into o comatose statc after ventinz his

wrath and fear on the unyielding walls of the shell, but had been kept alive by
artificial atmosphere &s ncarly like Barth's as the Venusian scientist could doduce
~-he also regained consciousness within the >ubble of force.

The threce men wore
gstounded to sec cach other, but oven more so to sec the stranse scene around them
as Krots started “ack acroes the swamp with them, in the “Soat, in tow. Strange
thoushte rust have been passing thru his roptilian »rain, so gmall thet all its
colls must 52 utilized to cqual the mentality of homo sapicng, who uscs Mut a
sixth. The secrct of susponded animation re-discovered! The new kmowledre exami-
natior of those strance gnimale from Barth would brins! The ~ulf bLetweon worlds
“ridred!--why couldn't they Miild & ship large enoush to traneport one of thom-
selves? He, Erots, would “e first!

Underfoot, somcthin: suddenly hoaved and rose
up. & harmiess, herbivorous dinoseur, “ut in his rase Xrote gnapped at 1t, and
took the dodging Jerk of its heoad for an offensive fiove. The primitive blood rosé
in him and, dropping his tow-rope, he mancuvered for favorable position aainst his
small-toothed antagconist.

fithir tho Toat, tho one with the curly locks cnd the
one with the lon~ red beard unconsciously reached for their gwords. The %lack-
haired one rcached for his pistol, »ut 1t was gone, and his sword was a tQy, s
he stood, rosting his hands on the weird machkinery befere hin, peerin: out at the
conflict:

It was brief. Chargin: down from a4 small  sendy hump thaf shoved above
the thick waters, Xrots dispatched his victin with two snape of his powerful jaws.
3ut tne wenton act cost him his life. The sound of the dinosaur threshin- aSout
in the water, the smell of the newly-shed “lood, “rot eir-breathing noneters and
figh-like thincs from all over that section of the swarp--fish-like thincs that,
in their tlood-lust, cut Xrots' legs from “encath him, and were tcarin:: the flegh
from his “ody Yefore he was fairly down.

Achast, the black-haired terrcstrial watched,
and his hand involuntarily closed over the rim of one of the wheels Sefore hir--
nmere Tuttons they had “een for Zrots'! hur~e fin-crs. 4s it twisted in hig . rasp,
the air in the shell of force “ecame alrost 1009 oxyqen.

- Drunk with the stuff, the
2lond rient Sellowed a Vikin: war-cry and ewun,. out with his sword, The Greek, not
yet so completely out of hig senses, struck in self-defense, aad the kden “lade that
had drunk Ylood of the Selucidse in Syria all “ut cut the head from his opponent's
cody. Then turned the victor on ‘the Mlack-haired one who had sou-ht Quivira, %Hut
he wag not to die that way.

A# the son of Eric the Red toppled in death, a lass
al %roke beneath him, The shell of force verished, end the poisonous atrosphere
of Venus washed in over him.

P.B, + 7.3,

fe had an alarm tonite, makin: re lose half an hour from stencil-cuttin:, risht after
Dites Cut had finished. They have soricthiing in place of a siren to five the air-raid
aelarn, that sounds like a truckful of cows bawling,
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ITEMS FROM MT SCRAFBOOKS

1 at last took time off and pasted in all but the most recent acquisitions, and
some other ploces that wouldn't fill & pege and I haven't smaller bits to pad the
page for.

Anong the recent pieces is & cazbon copy of a war bond pay reservation
application, on which the Acker man is designated ae dencficiary; &0 if I kiek
off defors the bonds xrawe, they can be cashed to help finance the Forry Foundation
of Fendon.

Gibt's hier the note that F Texz Siscma stuck in his door last tine I was
up: "Jack:--—— I'11 be back in three minutes % Come on in and wuis. ZEarl'
He was 2s 70od as his word; too. Has & swell apartment, all by himself, in a new
buildin: on Connecticut in Chevy Chasc.

Fornbluth zeve me this, while we were riding
around in thc back seet of one of Wilson's cers. It's & word that it's supposed to
be death to pronounce, ancient Hebrew, but the car was jigpling Korny's pen so that
I can hardly read it. 'Tis folded, with "Warning! go away!" wriites on the outside.
Inside, over a skull and xbones, is:something thut looks likc PMALAIH'UVUISH,

Hah,
Here's the seript for the §-F Caout-Chouc, a dictogreph cylinder the Worry-darts
were ooing to cut and send the Angelenoes, only the dictephone place cidn't have
one in running order. Stgrts off with & flourish of trumpotu ("Ta--Ta" -Rothmun
hes written), theon MAR: The Fashington science fiction fans preseal J¥s: -The
S-F Cacut-Choue, Volume One, Number Ono, wushiuston DC June 8. PO EP: dnich we
defy Ackermen to reproduce in the Voice. All this in ry handweiting, then "1 nin
ea," and EF in his practically illegible seript, I in mine, and MaR iz his, discuss
vhatover we happencd to want to talx about.

g T G

Pvt Ack-Ack hag sent me a piige fram *na: ceom organ, in'which is & coluan of awful
puns by the aforementioncd. e that easpoclally intercssed me was about a kvt Spear,
#ho curplained "his rifie weigaed nw trifle. "The antommtic ig ny gat,! gritted
Jock, who probably never handled anything more dangercus. than & Buck Rogers zap-

qan. # Spoear the rod and wspoll the child:" Angther celwmn in the peper, wkich
wasn't marked, is about "lenagson the Prophet", by & caaplein, in which he quotes
several of the verses I published in the Tennyson suppienment to the Mercury Series.
He quotes & whole hunk fron Locksley Hall, begimning witn "Mcn, ny brethers, ncn

the worKers, ever reaping something-new: That which thoy have couc Wit earnest of
the things that théy shall do:" .and continuins ‘thru one of tha "iint insc tue future®
gsequences to prophesy the airplane and aerial war, and ending up with "tho Parlie-
rment of maen, the Pederation of the world" and one more stanza

Ah. 65, 6h-— Oh, U KEQ!:0seesans

Thile cutting stencile recently, we were treated to a half-hour on the radio of
Gilbert and Sullivan recordings. .They were vory enjoyable, and very quotable. One,
I noticed, was Miske's speech, includins the line "If this younz ren cxpresses hinm-
self in terms too deep for me", vwhich Singletorn played .for m¢ the other tins I was
up to his present place, and explained who GilYert and Sulliven had “beon aining at
in that spcech. It was apparently the same recording.

degtward the Juz of fandom takes its way
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DEAR WEISINGER--

I address mysgelf to you, tho you may have gotten your walking paperes bdbefore all
these issues were published, :

‘ To cormence with Startling Stories, the first number.
o, by George, I was still keeping that, but I know Bristol and I both disposed
of corments on it long ago. dell, the May number then. The Prigoner of Mars is
probaedly & pretty close copy of the Zends story, but I've neyer read the latter.
This thing is so-so, but I'd never take the time to read it now if I knew what it
was 2oing to be like.beforehend. No need to corment on Pyemalion's Spectacles;
mach 00 recent a reprint. The Lost Hour of no velue save to £ill out the issue
vhich would otherwiege consist of the feature novel and a reprint, plus the depart-
ments,

The maps showing unexplored regions were interesting; I wonder if #illy Ley
himself furnished them--they look pretty pleusidle. Giants fron Eterrity was rather
enjoyable. The resurrection of the famous scientists was a less interesting part
of it--it seema very improbable that they could so quickly teke hold of &ll the
advances in specialized science since their tines, and they do not make convineing
characters. The Blight, tho, was very interesting, especially in ita early stages,
and I stayed up reading till near midnite several nltes to finish it, when I showld
have been catching up on sleep and dodginz @ cold. Coincidentally, durin: the tine
I was roading it, Oboler d tized Chicken Heart for me. The most improbable thing
in the story was the resusdative power of tho nucleus gubstance.... I didn't care
mueh for the Hall of Feme story when I read it originally, thinking it rather run-
of-the-mill, but liked it very well here. World Jithout Narme, in cage youlve for-
gotten.... In connection with the writeup of destinghouse, I've alwaye been of
the impression that compressed air btrakeg work by releasing powerful coiled springs
wnon 4t is desired to stop, the pushing power of compressed air being used to take
the brekes off when you want to start up agein, and the air let out when you wanna
treke.... I am very suspicious that the questiongin the Science Question Box are
thot up by the editors rathern sent in by readers.

Didn't bother to read Bridge to
Barth. Cosmic Stege very unexciting. The Space Visitor sounded even older than
the copyright notice showed it to be. Hamilton's nalvete, for exemple in imszining
everybody uniting ageinst the menace, and the idea of & definite edge to the atmos-
phere, where floating ships would be on the same level as the mines. Hig idea of
filling the air with mines was arrived at without calculating actually how many
billion would be required to put even one in every square mile; I suspect too that
he didn't stop to calculete the 1ifting power of hie vecuun spheres that carried
the mines. However, the Forteun quality mekes the story worth gomething.

I also
skipped Williamson's novel. The blurbs etc didn't make it look very interesting,
Threc Wise Men disappointing in its let-down, which was also that sort of explanation
which no reader could be expected to guess ahead of time. . Didn't that Martian
Cdyssey illustration derken e lot in reprinting?

dry are go many of the covers ziven
to illustrating shorter stéries in the issue? The Jan 40, for Mind over atter, is
repulsive. That story was pretty awful, too. PFinlay's illustrations for the Three
Planeteers were lovely, but I didn't think that to bYe sufficient cause to read the
story.

Turning now to TdS, the Tenth Anniversary issue comas up first. It certainly had -
all the big names, but esuch meterial by them! That pervergion of Smith's chapter
for Cosmos is & crime. No More Friction most un-advanced. Passage to Saturn was
fair. BStolen Centuries had an ingenlous ending, for whose seke the whole story
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wes written., The biographies of pro personalities were welcome, ospecially those
that aren't run every sc often anymy. 8o Merchioni is regspaonsible for those
stinky cartoons in Scientifacts. And he looks like & nice uy otherwise, too.
The butchering of Dawn of, Fleme was @n outrage. Scarcely a sentonco, apparently,
7ot by without comprossion or distortion. Jhoaver did the cutting; did have the
decency to leave tho last two peragrafs unchanged, but that scercely excuscsg the
whole job. The Burroushs boys' story wes pretty good, excelient illustration by
Schomburg. : . 1 3 '
Aug 39, Warning from the Past very implousiblo; everything heppened just
too neatly. daldoyer's Cosmic Cube is the kind of story you expect fang to write,
which they seldom do. . Pretty good readinz. - Roman Hoiiday peeds culling down for
the misreopresentation it gives of the old ecientist-versus-practicalran devate, The
scientist here is quite unrepresentative,. more of a foud: thet Lowndes suid the
sclentist in Three Thousand Years was; and the cormon rgi. 13 most umisual in a
knowledge of Latin and meny other peculiarly hendy abilisiec.
’ »,.7mwo 1 have:yet to read any
of the toles in the complete novel section, noi eyen Campball's, which looks like
one of his poorer pieces. In tho October uwaber, Hero isrmot particularly good,
being tod much wnat one éxpects, and having liti;q,to it,  Oince Oscar Friend speaks
of the hand of God Wwith revercnce, ne's nct veing incuasistent in his story to sup-
pose that good and evil in human nature arc wo_digstipct things, s in the Jekyll-
Hyde theory, and one can be rooted out with an;dagirdaent of physical or biological
science; Wuf'l would like %o point out that, unler thg:mgchapiatic philosophy which
ig dominant in scieénce-ficiion, that idee is abgurl.. the Yia series is unusual in
not degenerating as it goes along, like.Adsm Link and Old Reithful and s0 many others
did. The Via nones of theso storiee are rether awkmesd, sonetines meaningless, dut
I suppose 1t's necessary as a label to the series. . .
" fna ol e  HBumner sets up a Btrev man in
Revolt ageinst Life, and then doesn't do & very 0od .job of knocking even it over.
For one thing, it's obvious that he didn't trouble .tq figurc out how many years
(centurics rather) it would tuke for the Earth to reslly reach its feeding capacity.
For another, he says the! evaryone's aging was arrested as it wag; but wppurently
made an exception of the children, for he speaks of restless youth growing up into
& closed world.... The idew Of e Hardy Fenily of the Future is probably pretty
avful, but thid firgs storsy in the serids is very good. . The echoers are the bhest
stuff sinte Jeinbaum died.... Waters of Death .is rether clever; worth its two
paTes. ks ’
The Surroughs' sequel ®ps very run-of-the~mill, = They'd better stick to doing
John Carter intd a comlc page, wWhich they're gopd et.  The Groat Gog Awto was fourth-
rate stuff or worse. MRS T e

_dhroooom! Watch but,_everxygdyi Hereicomes.Ca%taih Fature! I bot the first issue.
I've read the beginhing gnd'end Of the.novel. I read EGrag, the Metal Robotd
‘(doesn't that redundant "metel roboiM sound like.something just mritton for kids,
tho?). I road Hamilton's relation of how rmch he enjoyed writing the story and how
he thinkg it's his swellest, ..I1 still think Ceptain. Future stinks. As for the
shorts, the idea in "Invisiblé" wesh't conf to, support. the story, apd Around.
Infinity was reasohably good, DId damon get his: famous "Damn Binstein!® cover

idea from thigr -~ 7 ¢

So_much for. you, you scum. Siseis Shad s  ban 2>l I %
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